
 
 

 
 
Almost Me: An Artist’s Story, from Cotton to Leather tells the remarkable life story of African 

American artist Winfred Rembert (b. 1945). As a boy, Rembert flees the brutal sharecropping 

system on a Georgia plantation to discover a vibrant black community in Cuthbert, Georgia on 

the eve of the civil rights movement. His encounters with civil rights violence, his escape from 

jail, and his own near lynching are harrowing. The following seven years on a chain gang 

challenge his sanity. Yet in this story of second chances, Rembert is unexpectedly released and 

marries Patsy, a girl he met as a prisoner. He moves north, struggles to support his new family, 

and makes fast money selling drugs in Bridgeport, Connecticut. His association with New 

York’s drug lords pulls him in too deep and he is busted in the 1980s by an FBI/DEA team 

operation. Incredibly, Patsy manages to persuade a federal judge to release Winfred, who 

decides to tell his story as an artist using leatherwork skills he learned in prison. Within five 

years, Winfred produces large-scale works of artistic genius that are purchased by the Yale 

University Art Gallery and the Adelson Galleries, New York City. In 2011, the mayor of 

Cuthbert hands Winfred the keys to the city where he was almost lynched, and in 2013, Winfred 

dines with Jimmy Carter to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the civil rights march 

where he was arrested.  



 

 

 

Almost Me is based on months of interviews and conversations with Erin I. Kelly, Professor 

of Philosophy and Director of Civic Studies at Tufts University. The story is told in 

Rembert’s voice and words, with some interview conversation included. 

 

Rembert’s art has been compared to the work of Jacob Lawrence and Romare Beardon. 

(http://www.nytimes.com/2012/03/18/nyregion/a-review-of-winfred-rembert-amazing-

grace-at-the-hudson-river-museum.html?_r=0). His paintings features scenes from his rural 

life in Georgia: picking cotton, community scenes in churches and juke joints, prison time, 

and experiences of racial violence. He is represented by Adelson Galleries Boston. 

https://www.adelsongalleriesboston.com/rembert-winfred-1. A documentary film about 

Rembert’s life was released in 2011. http://www.allmethemovie.com. 

 

 


